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Celebration of Seismic Upgrade and Improvements to Federal Building

Salt Lake City, UT – July 11th, 2001.  The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) hosted a celebration of the start of the seismic upgrade and improvements to the Wallace F. Bennett Federal Building located at 125 South State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.  The 1960’s Wallace F. Bennett building must be retrofit with current seismic design features to ensure a safe, durable workplace for its tenants.  This Federal Building was well designed and constructed for its time, but Salt Lake City lies within a Seismic Zone 3, which means that it is indicative of high potential for large seismic events (earthquakes) and now requires a newer, more advanced seismic design.  

GSA’s design team, Gillies Stransky Brems Smith Architects (GSBS) and Reaveley Structural Engineers, Big D Construction, and Nippon Steal, worked collaboratively to identify a high-tech solution to seismically retrofit the Wallace F. Bennett Federal Building.  The seismic cross-bracing uses the latest brace design technology called, “Unbonded Braced Frame (UBF).” The UBF’s are dampening members that enhance the structural performance of the building during a major earthquake. Currently there are only a few buildings under construction in the United States that use UBF’s, however Japan has used this technology for about 15 years. The GSA Rocky Mountain Region is proud to be the first region to use this progressive technology in a public building. 

The existing pre-cast concrete panels on the building’s exterior will be removed, seismic bracing will be erected and a new, energy efficient curtain wall system will be installed to act as the building’s skin. Additionally, a completely redesigned building entrance and lobby have been added to the project under the GSA’s nation-wide First Impressions program. This program is a collaboration between GSA and the design community, to create a positive first impression in federal facilities by creating a welcoming, professional atmosphere where the public can conduct business with federal agencies.

The Rocky Mountain Region's Public Buildings Service (PBS), one of three services within GSA, provides work environments for nearly 50,000 federal employees in its six-state region. As the builder, developer, lessor and manager of federally owned and leased properties totaling 16 million square feet within the region its mission is to improve the effectiveness of the Federal Government by ensuring quality work environments for its employees. For additional information about PBS visit our website at http://rmrpbs.gsa.gov. 
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